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Print & Digital 
	

BREAKING NEWS REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
ABOVE 30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ROBERT KING  

“CHARLOTTESVILLE”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR'S WELL-WRITTEN AND 
DETAILED COVERAGE OF AN INDIANA MAN IN THE MIX AT THE 
CHARLOTTESVILLE DEMONSTRATION IS THE CLEAR WINNER IN THIS 
CATEGORY. COUPLED WITH DRAMATIC, HIGH-QUALITY VIDEO AND 
PHOTOGRAPHY, THIS STORY IS A COMPLETE BREAKING NEWS 
PACKAGE. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
BILL DOLAN  

“LAKE COUNTY SHERIFF FOUND GUILTY OF FRAUD AND 

BRIBERY; WHAT'S NEXT?”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 
 
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
STEVE GARRISON  

“POLICE FIND GUNS, KNIVES, LIQUOR BOTTLES AT DAY CARE 

WHERE CHILDREN PRESENT.”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

BREAKING NEWS REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
STAFF  

“INAUGURATION OF DONALD TRUMP”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE HERALD-TIMES COVERAGE OF PRESIDENT 
TRUMP'S INAUGURATION CHRONICLES THIS STORY ON MULTIPLE 
FRONTS, ELEVATING IT TO A CONTENDER IN THIS BREAKING NEWS 
CATEGORY. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
STU HIRSCH, KEN DE LA BASTIDE, CHRISTOPHER STEPHENS  

“ALEXANDRIA GAS EXPLOSION”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
STAFF  

“CRISIS ON KIRKWOOD”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
ABOVE 30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
RYAN MARTIN AND TIM EVANS  

“CODE OF SILENCE AND THE GRUNDY CREW”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "CODE OF SILENCE" WAS THE RUNAWAY WINNER 
IN THIS CATEGORY. IT WAS GREAT REPORTING THAT EXPLAINED THE 
REASONS FOR A CITYWIDE PROBLEM. THE SECOND AND THIRD-PLACE 
WINNERS WERE GOOD BEAT- OR LOCAL-DRIVEN INVESTIGATIONS.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
MARC CHASE  

“RUNAWAY OVERTIME AT LAKE COUNTY JAIL EXCESSIVE, 

QUESTIONABLE”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 
	
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
SHAINA CAVAZOS  

“INDIANA ONLINE CHARTER SCHOOLS”  

CHALKBEAT 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
REBECCA BIBBS  

“ELWOOD POLICE CONTROVERSY”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE ELWOOD POLICE CONTROVERSY WAS A 
GOOD JOB OF PUTTING INTO PRINT THE THING PEOPLE IN LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT ARE TALKING ABOUT AND HOW IT MATTERS.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
PETER DORFMAN  

“THE PLIGHT OF ASYLUM-SEEKERS”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

NON-DEADLINE STORY OR SERIES (PUBLICATION 
CIRCULATION ABOVE 30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL 
MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MARK ALESIA, TIM EVANS AND MARISA KWIATKOWSKI  

“USA GYMNASTICS INVESTIGATION”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
IBJ STAFF  

“INNOVATION ISSUE EXAMINES IMPACT OF BIG DATA”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 
	

 

 

3RD PLACE:  
R. JORDAN FISCHER  

“THE NIGHT THE SKY CAUGHT FIRE: THE UNTOLD STORIES 

OF THE RICHMOND HILL EXPLOSION”  

THEINDYCHANNEL.COM / WRTV 
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

NON-DEADLINE STORY OR SERIES (PUBLICATION 
CIRCULATION BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
STAFF  

“BROKEN TRUST”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE HERALD BULLETIN TACKLED THE SUBJECT 
OF SEX CRIMES AGAINST CHILDREN, LOOKING AT THE PREVALENCE OF 
THE CRIME AND WHAT CAN BE DONE TO HELP THE VICTIMS. THE DEPTH 
OF THE SERIES — WITH SOURCES THAT INCLUDED BOTH VICTIMS, 
OFFENDERS, POLICE, PROSECUTORS, CHILD ADVOCATES AND 
TREATMENT PROVIDERS — WAS IMPRESSIVE. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
TOM SCHUMAN  

“RECOVERY FORCE SERIES”  

BIZVOICE 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
LAURA LANE AND ABBY TONSING  

“THIS IS OPIOID ADDICTION”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

COVERAGE OF GOVERNMENT OR POLITICS (PUBLICATION 
CIRCULATION 30,000+, NEWS SERVICES, DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BRIAN SLODYSKO  

“U.S. SENATE CAMPAIGN COVERAGE BY BRIAN SLODYSKO”  

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: GREAT ENTERPRISING COVERAGE OF THE 
SENATE CONTENDERS. EXCELLENT COMBINATION OF RECORDS AND 
HUMAN SOURCES TO CHALLENGE THE CANDIDATES ON THEIR 
STANCES, BEHAVIORS AND FINANCES. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
TONY COOK AND ROBERT KING  

“THE LIQUOR INDUSTRY IN INDIANA”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
MARK ALESIA AND KAITLIN LANGE  

“MIKE PENCE'S INFRASTRUCTURE MESS”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

COVERAGE OF GOVERNMENT OR POLITICS (PUBLICATION 
CIRCULATION BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ROB BURGESS  

“HOLCOMB DOUBLES PENCE'S 4-YEAR TOTAL OF PARDONS 

IN ONE DAY”  

INDIANA LAWYER 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: INTERESTING USE OF RECORDS TO COMPARE 
AND CONTRAST PARDONS BY RECENT GOVERNORS. INSIGHTFUL 
ANALYSIS INTO FORMER GOVERNOR MIKE PENCE'S APPARENT 
HESITATION TO EXERCISE THE PARDONING AUTHORITY FOR THE SAKE 
OF POLITICAL CONVENIENCE. 
 
 
 

2ND PLACE:  
KEITH ROYSDON  

“FBI PROBE IN MUNCIE LEADS TO RAIDS, CHARGES”  

THE STAR PRESS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
REBECCA BIBBS  

“ALEXANDRIA GOVERNMENT COVERAGE”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

BUSINESS OR CONSUMER AFFAIRS REPORTING 
(PUBLICATION CIRC. 30,000+, NEWS SERVICES, DIGITAL 
MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
FATIMA HUSSEIN  

“WORKPLACE SEXUAL HARASSMENT”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: ALL OF THESE WINNERS -- FIRST, SECOND AND 
THIRD -- LOOKED AT UNUSUAL TOPICS THAT WOULD INTEREST ALL 
READERS. THAT KIND OF REPORTING IS TOUGH WHEN SO MANY 
ARTICLES ARE BORING TO MOST OF US, GREAT JOB TO ALL THREE OF 
THE AWARDEES: STANDING OUT IN A SEA OF CONSUMER REPORTS 
WAS NOT EASY. 
 
 
 

2ND PLACE:  
TOM MURPHY  

“INSURER MAKES PATIENTS QUESTION ER VISIT”  

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
RICK CALLAHAN  

“RISE OF ‘HOBBY FARMS’ MEANS MORE GROWERS GET 

MAIMED, KILLED”  

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

BUSINESS OR CONSUMER AFFAIRS REPORTING 
(PUBLICATION CIRCULATION BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KURT CHRISTIAN  

“WIRED: THE RACE FOR FIBER IN BLOOMINGTON”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: READERS OF THE HERALD-TIMES WERE WELL 
SERVED BY KURT CHRISTIAN'S DETAILED LOOK AT THE COMPLICATED 
NATURE OF WIRING A MODERN CITY LIKE BLOOMINGTON AND HOW 
VITAL IT IS TO A COMMUNITY'S ECONOMIC PROSPECTS. THE WHOLE 
PACKAGE WAS HELPED BY THOSE BREAK-OUT PIECES USING THE 
BEATLES AND CASABLANCA TO HELP ILLUSTRATE THIS OBTUSE TOPIC 
WITH FAMILIAR SUBJECTS. HIS OTHER ENTRY WAS GOOD AS WELL. 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
KEITH ROYSDON  

“MARSH BANKRUPTCY”  

THE STAR PRESS 
	
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
MOLLY BRUSH  

“SPENCER REIMAGINED”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

EDUCATION REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION ABOVE 
30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
STEPHANIE WANG  

“STEPHANIE WANG ON THE EDUCATION BEAT”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: BESIDES OVERALL EXCELLENT COVERAGE OF 
THE EDUCATION BEAT AND GREAT VARIETY, THE INVESTIGATION IN TO 
THE FAILED CHARTER WAS A STANDOUT THAT PUT THIS ENTRY OVER 
THE TOP. WELL TOLD, DETAILED IN THE REPORTING AND CLEAR IN 
PRESENTATION. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
DYLAN PEERS MCCOY  

“DYLAN PEERS MCCOY'S EDUCATION REPORTING”  

CHALKBEAT 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
KARA KENNEY 

 AND JORDAN FISCHER  

“BREAKING THE BULLYING LAW”  

THEINDYCHANNEL.COM / WRTV 
	
	
  
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

EDUCATION REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION BELOW 
30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MICHAEL RESCHKE  

“STUDENT ENROLLMENT; IU SEXUAL ASSAULT CASES: AD'S 

PAY PACKAGE; FOR GROWTH, CHANGE; CLASS CLOSED....”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
REBECCA BIBBS  

“NO. 1 CHEERLEADER ... ALIGNING PRIORITIES ... ANOTHER 

$1.8 MILLION? ... HYDROPONICS ... CHARACTER ED”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
SUE LOUGHLIN  

“SUE LOUGHLIN STORIES”  

TRIBUNE-STAR 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
ABOVE 30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SARA BURNETT AND LARRY FENN  

“URBAN KILLINGS RISE IN CLUSTERS AS MANY AREAS GROW 

SAFER”  

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: BURNETT AND FENN EXAMINED THE TWO 
WORLDS IN URBAN INDIANAPOLIS, ONE THAT IS GETTING SAFER EVEN 
AS THE HOMICIDE RATE IN THE CITY RISES AND ONE THAT IS GETTING 
MORE DANGEROUS. THEIR ENTRY COVERED NOT ONLY THE 
DISPARITIES AT THE ROOT OF THE VIOLENCE BUT ALSO EFFORTS THAT 
MIGHT HELP REDUCE CRIME. THE STORIES OF THE RESIDENTS BEHIND 
THE STATISTICS WERE COMPELLING.   
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
R. JORDAN FISCHER  

“COVERING CRIME IN INDIANAPOLIS' DEADLIEST YEAR”  

THEINDYCHANNEL.COM / WRTV 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
ADAM WREN  

“THE CONFESSIONS OF CLEVELAND BYNUM”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
LAURA LANE  

“JUDGE RULES  ...; MOVIE MOGULS & FALSE FRIENDS; IU 

ACCUSED OF BIAS...; LASTING DAMAGE;  IS MESSEL...”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: IN THIS WINNING ENTRY, LANE TOOK A DETAILED 
LOOK AT A VARIETY OF CRIMINAL JUSTICE MATTERS, INCLUDING 
ALLEGATIONS OF BIAS AGAINST INDIANA UNIVERSITY IN ITS HANDLING 
OF SEXUAL ASSAULT CASES AND A FRAUD THAT CAUSED A 
SCREENWRITER TO LOSE HIS LIFE SAVINGS. SHE WENT BEYOND A 
RECITATION OF FACTS AND STATISTICS TO EXAMINE THE IMPACT OF 
CRIME ON VICTIMS.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
DOUGLAS WALKER  

“CRIMINAL JUSTICE COVERAGE”  

THE STAR PRESS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
KELLY PATRICK SLONE AND EBONY MARIE CHAPPEL  

“NO CHARGES - PROSECUTOR WON’T INDICT OFFICERS IN 

AARON BAILEY SHOOTING”  

INDIANAPOLIS RECORDER 
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

COVERAGE OF CHILDREN’S ISSUES (PUBLICATION 
CIRCULATION 30,000+, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
GILES BRUCE  

“ADDICTION IN NORTHWEST INDIANA: EFFECTS ON INFANTS, 

YOUTH AND TEENS GROWING”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: GILES BRUCE TAKES THE NATIONWIDE ISSUE OF 
OPIOID ADDICTION AND FOCUSES IN ON ITS IMPACT ON CHILDREN, 
TEENS AND FAMILIES. HIS REPORTING IS BOTH ILLUSTRATIVE AND 
INFORMATIVE, ELEVATING HIM TO FIRST PLACE IN THIS CATEGORY. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
SHAINA CAVAZOS  

“PRESCHOOL EXPANSION IN INDIANA”  

CHALKBEAT 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
AMY WIMMER SCHWARB  

“PLAY DATES”  

NCAA CHAMPION MAGAZINE 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

COVERAGE OF CHILDREN’S ISSUES (PUBLICATION 
CIRCULATION BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SUE LOUGHLIN  

“SUE LOUGHLIN STORIES”  

TRIBUNE-STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: SUE LOUGHLIN'S REPORTING NOT ONLY DETAILS 
THE DARK REALITY OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT, BUT OFFERS UP 
EXPERT VOICES AND SOLUTIONS.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
CRAIG COLEY  

“NEW HOPE FOR FAMILIES”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
KESHIA SMITH MCENTIRE  

“GROWING UP, GIVING BACK: LOCAL TEENS TAKE SERVICE 

TRIP TO NICARAGUA”  

INDIANAPOLIS RECORDER  
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

COVERAGE OF MINORITY ISSUES (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
ABOVE 30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BRIAN BURNSED  

“ALL ON THE SAME TEAM”  

NCAA CHAMPION MAGAZINE 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: BRIAN BURNSED'S BEAUTIFUL WRITING STANDS 
OUT IN THIS CATEGORY AS HE GIVES AN INTIMATE LOOK AT BOTH FEAR 
AND ACCEPTANCE. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
STEPHANIE WANG  

“STEPHANIE WANG COVERS MINORITY ISSUES”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
DYLAN PEERS MCCOY  

“DYLAN PEERS MCCOY'S REPORTING ON THE NEWCOMER 

SCHOOL”  

CHALKBEAT 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

COVERAGE OF MINORITY ISSUES (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
CARMEN SIERING  

“TO BE MUSLIM IN BLOOMINGTON”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: CARMEN SIERING GIVES A DETAILED AND 
PERSONAL LOOK AT LIFE FOR BLOOMINGTON'S MUSLIM FAMILIES IN 
THE WINNING STORY IN THIS CATEGORY.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
OLIVIA COVINGTON AND DAVE STAFFORD  

“MINORITIES STILL UNDERREPRESENTED, FACE 

CHALLENGES IN CAREERS IN THE LAW”  

INDIANA LAWYER 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
MATTHEW A. WERNER  

“THE PATCH PLAYERS”  

MATTHEW WERNER - FREELANCE WRITER 
	
	
 
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

MEDICAL OR SCIENCE REPORTING (PUBLICATION 
CIRCULATION ABOVE 30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL 
MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
GILES BRUCE  

“WHAT IS KILLING SO MANY INFANTS IN INDIANA?”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
JOHN RUSSELL  

“JOHN RUSSELL COVERS HEALTH”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
SHARI RUDAVSKY  

“SHARI RUDAVSKY COVERS MEDICAL BEAT”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

MEDICAL OR SCIENCE REPORTING (PUBLICATION 
CIRCULATION BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
CARMEN SIERING  

“VOICES OF RECOVERY”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE WRITING OF EACH OF THESE BRIEF 
RECOVERY BIOS IS BRILLIANT AND VARIED, WITH JUDICIOUS USE OF 
QUOTES THAT CAPTURES THE SUBJECTS' PERSONALITY AND MAKES 
READING IT A PLEASURE.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
REBECCA PATRICK, TOM SCHUMAN, MATT OTTINGER  

“MEDICAL & SCIENCE REPORTING”  

BIZVOICE 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
RODNEY MARGISON  

“‘HOW DO YOU HAVE FUN WITH CANCER’ AND CREATE A NEW 

PARADIGM FOR CHEMO?”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	
  
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
ABOVE 30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WBAA / INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING  

“BLOOD, LEAD AND SOIL: A YEAR IN EAST CHICAGO”  

IPBS.ORG 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING'S THOROUGHLY 
REPORTED STORY ON ENVIRONMENTAL PROBLEMS IN EAST CHICAGO, 
TOLD THROUGH A HIGH-QUALITY MULTIMEDIA PRESENTATION, IS A 
STANDOUT WINNER IN THIS CATEGORY.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
SARAH BOWMAN  

“SARAH BOWMAN COVER THE ENVIRONMENTAL BEAT”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
EMILY HOPKINS  

“EMILY HOPKINS COVERS THE ENVIRONMENTAL BEAT”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
CHRISTOPHER STEPHENS  

“INDIANA IN-DEPTH ENVIRONMENT”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: CHRISTOPHER STEPHENS' IMPACTFUL AND 
ENGAGING BEAT REPORTING FOR THE HERALD BULLETIN WINS THIS 
CATEGORY. 
 
 
 

2ND PLACE:  
ERICA QUINLAN   

“SCHOOL BRINGS AG TO THE CITY ”  

AGRINEWS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
CHARLEE BEASOR, MATT OTTINGER, SYMONE C. SKRZYCKI  

“ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING”  

BIZVOICE 
	
	
 
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

FEATURES WRITING (NEWSPAPERS CIRCULATION ABOVE 
30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
EMMA KATE FITTES  

“TEEN HAD RARE FORM OF CANCER”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE WRITER DID AUDREY LUPTON THE HONOR OF 
PLAYING HER STORY STRAIGHT, WITHOUT VIOLINS OR FANFARE AND 
THE RESULT IS STUNNING. THIS PIECE IS SO WELL CRAFTED, BUT SO 
SIMPLY TOLD, THAT IT LEAVES THE READER FEELING BOTH BLESSED 
AND BROKEN.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
ZAK KEEFER  

“TODD LEARY'S ROAD BACK: FROM IU TO PRISON TO 

FEEDING THE HOMELESS”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
LAUREN CROSS  

“A CHANGED COMMUNITY: THE EAST CHICAGO LEAD CRISIS 

ONE YEAR LATER.”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 
	
 



Print & Digital 
	

FEATURES WRITING (NEWSPAPERS CIRCULATION BELOW 
30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JONATHAN STREETMAN  

“A CROSS BETWEEN LOVE AND SCIENCE”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: "LOVE AND SCIENCE" IS AN EXCELLENT FEATURE 
WITH TENDER, VIVID WRITING AND COLORFUL IMAGERY.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
MARILYN ODENDAHL  

“4 LAWYERS AND A BUSINESSMAN WALK INTO A BAR … AND 

BEGIN DISTILLING THEIR OWN ARTISAN LIQUOR”  

INDIANA LAWYER 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
KEITH ROYSDON  

“'NO MONEY TO DIE' ”  

THE STAR PRESS 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

FEATURES WRITING (MAGAZINES AND NON-DAILY 
NEWSPAPERS) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
CARMEN SIERING  

“THE STORY OF MELANIE AND STORMY”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: POWERFUL AND COMPELLING READ 
HIGHLIGHTING A LITTLE KNOWN SERVICE FOR THE ADOPTION OF ADULT 
FOSTER CHILDREN. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
JEFF VRABEL  

“THE WURLITZER'S LAST WALTZ”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 
	
	
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
RACHEL STARK  

“UNCOMMON CONVERSATION”  

NCAA CHAMPION MAGAZINE 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

PERSONALITY PROFILE (NEWSPAPERS CIRCULATION ABOVE 
30,000, WIRE SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ROBERT KING  

“EVA KOR”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THIS PROFILE OF EVA KOR HAS SUCH 
EXTRAORDINARY WRITING AND IMAGERY. THIS IS HONESTLY THE BEST 
CONTEST FIELD I EVER JUDGED -- AND THE HARDEST TO PICK. BUT THIS 
IS A STANDOUT, THE WRITING BOTH LIVELY AND RELATABLE. 
EXCELLENT WORK. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
AMBER STEARNS  

“THE MAN IN THE MASCOT ”  

NUVO 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
ANTHONY SCHOETTLE  

“DAN DAKICH: GOING HIS OWN WAY”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

PERSONALITY PROFILE (NEWSPAPERS CIRCULATION BELOW 
30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
LAURA LANE  

“ONE DETERMINED WOMAN”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: ALL THREE WINNERS SHOWED HOW REPORTING 
IS A NECESSARY ELEMENT OF A GOOD PROFILE. "ONE DETERMINED 
WOMAN" ALSO TOLD THE READERS ABOUT INDIANA LAW.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
CAROL KUGLER  

“SURVEY HIS YEARS”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
BLAKE SEBRING  

“HERITAGE BASKETBALL PLAYER KATIE GRAHAM TAKING THE 

FIGHT TO HER ABUSIVE PAST”  

FORT WAYNE NEWS-SENTINEL 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

PERSONALITY PROFILE (MAGAZINES AND NON-DAILY 
NEWSPAPERS) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
EVAN WEST  

“DAN WAKEFIELD NEEDS A RIDE”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: I LOVED THIS PROFILE ON 50 DIFFERENT LEVELS, 
FROM THE GENIUS OF TELLING THE STORY THROUGH WAKEFIELD'S 
NEED FOR A RIDE TO THE DETAILS CHOSEN, THE SUBTLE TONE AND 
THE GREAT WRITING. FABULOUS WORK. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
RACHEL STARK  

“IMPACT PLAYER”  

NCAA CHAMPION MAGAZINE 
	
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
BRIAN BURNSED  

“GROWING PAINS”  

NCAA CHAMPION MAGAZINE 
	
 
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT WRITING (PUBLICATION 
CIRCULATION 30,000+, WIRE SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JEFF VRABEL  

“NAILED IT”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: JEFF VRABEL BEAUTIFULLY FOCUSES A RICH 
DUAL PORTRAIT OF A HGTV SHOW AND ITS MOTHER-DAUGHTER 
CHARACTERS. THE WRITER'S EASY-GOING VOICE IS ANCHORED BY A 
SMART REPORTORIAL EYE,  AND HE EXPLAINS WELL THE CONTEXT OF 
THE FIXER-UPPER NEIGHBORHOOD. STYLE POINTS FOR PULLING OFF 
THE NARRATIVE PROMISE AND PAYOFF ENDING. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
KELLY KENDALL  

“IT'S A MAB, MAB, MAB, MAB WORLD”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
DOMENICA BONGIOVANNI  

“DOMENICA BONGIOVANNI COVERS ARTS & 

ENTERTAINMENT”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

ARTS AND ENTERTAINMENT WRITING (PUBLICATION 
CIRCULATION BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JENNIFER PORTER TILLEY  

“LAUGHING IT OFF; ARE YOU LOTUSING; FILMING FOR NEW 

MOVIE ...; CARVING MEMORIES; THE KEY TO COMEDY”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE RESEARCH AND REPORTING THAT WENT 
INTO SEVERAL OF THESE ARTICLES REALLY MADE THIS WRITER STAND 
OUT FROM THE REST OF THE FIELD 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
JULIE GRAY  

“NEW BOOKS FROM IU PRESS”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
KESHIA SMITH MCENTIRE  

“BLACK ART MATTERS”  

INDIANAPOLIS RECORDER 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

EDITORIAL WRITING (ALL PUBLICATIONS AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
GREG ANDREWS  

“TIGHTFISTED OWNER TANKED MARSH”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: GREG ANDREWS IMPRESSED ME WITH HIS CLEAR 
AND COURAGEOUS OPINIONS AND WELL-SUPPORTED ARGUMENTS. HE 
HAS A STRONG GRASP OF HIS SUBJECT AND PROVIDES UNIQUE, WELL-
WRITTEN ANALYSES. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
DOUG ROSS  

“STATE NEEDS TO IMPROVE DAY CARE REGULATION”  

THE TIMES MEDIA COMPANY 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
GREG ANDREWS  

“PENSION SHORTFALLS TAINT SUN CAPITAL”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

EDITORIAL CARTOON (ALL PUBLICATIONS AND DIGITAL 
MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TIM CAMPBELL  

“BOOK OF MATCHES”  

WASHINGTON POST NEWS SERVICE & SYNDICATE 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
GARY VARVEL  

“WEINSTEIN: HOLLYWOOD'S HORROR MOVIE”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
TIM CAMPBELL  

“SHINOLA”  

WASHINGTON POST NEWS SERVICE & SYNDICATION 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

COLUMN WRITING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION ABOVE 30,000, 
NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JERRY DAVICH  

“THREE COLUMNS BY JERRY DAVICH”  

POST-TRIBUNE 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: JERRY DAVICH'S COLUMNS COMBINED A 
COMPASSIONATE LOOK AT LIFE AND A RIVETING INSIGHT INTO SOCIAL 
ISSUES. FROM THE JOY PROVIDED BY THE SIMPLE "PEANUT MAN" TO 
THE RECOVERING WHITE SUPREMACIST  TO  A CRITICAL LOOK AT 
OURSELVES IN THE ELECTION OF DONALD TRUMP, THIS WAS GREAT 
STORY TELLING AS WELL AS THOUGHT-PROVOKING SOCIAL 
COMMENTARY. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
KELLY HAWES  

“KELLY HAWES COLUMNS”  

CNHI NEWS INDIANA 
	
	
 
 

3RD PLACE:  
SUZETTE HACKNEY  

“BEST OF SUZETTE HACKNEY”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

COLUMN WRITING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION BELOW 
30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BOB ZALTSBERG  

“MONDAY MORNING”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: BOB ZALTSBERG TAKES ON A COMPLEX SOCIAL 
ISSUE, CLEARLY IDENTIFYING COMPETING INTERESTS IN AN AREA THAT 
IS UNDER SIEGE. HIS WRITING IS CLEAR, CONCISE AND IMAGINATIVE, 
SUCH AS CALLING AN ENCAMPMENT "A CHARMLESS ANTI-MAGNENT TO 
THE NEIGHBORHOOD." 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
KEN DE LA BASTIDE  

“KEN DE LA BASTIDE”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
GREG SIERING  

“TAPPED INTO BLOOMINGTON”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

SPORTS REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION ABOVE 
30,000, WIRE SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MICHAEL MAROT  

“MICHAEL MAROT SPORTS REPORTING”  

THE ASSOCIATED PRESS 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
CRAIG FEHRMAN  

“OFF-COURT ISSUES”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
JON R. LAFOLLETTE  

“"YOU ALWAYS GOTTA BE READY TO GO." HOW DRIVERS 

DEAL WITH RAIN DELAYS AT THE INDY 500”  

NUVO NEWSWEEKLY 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

SPORTS REPORTING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION BELOW 
30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TODD GOLDEN  

“TYREKE B. GOODE: ISU RECRUIT DAZZLES TENNESSEE 

STATE TOURNAMENT”  

TRIBUNE-STAR 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
GEORGE BREMER, HEATHER BREMER, RICK TEVERBAUGH 

AND CHRISTOPHER STEPHENS  

“FRANKTON WINS STATE BASKETBALL TITLE”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
GEORGE BREMER  

“COLTS SEASON PREVIEW”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

SPORTS COLUMN WRITING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
ABOVE 30,000, WIRE SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
GREGG DOYEL  

“SELECTION OF GREGG DOYEL COLUMNS”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
BOB KRAVITZ  

“BOB KRAVITZ”  

WTHR 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
MIKE LOPRESTI  

“MIKE LOPRESTI TELLS STORIES”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

SPORTS COLUMN WRITING (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BLAKE SEBRING  

“BLAKE SEBRING SPORTS COLUMNS”  

FORT WAYNE NEWS-SENTINEL 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: NICE, HUMAN TOUCH THAT DREW ME IN.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
JUSTIN KENNY  

“NASCAR, INDY 500, PREP ALL-STAR GAMES”  

THE NEWS-SENTINEL 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
TODD GOLDEN  

“TODD GOLDEN SPORTS COLUMNS”  

TRIBUNE-STAR 
	
	
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

HEADLINE WRITING (MAGAZINES AND NON-DAILY 
NEWSPAPERS) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TRISTA LUTGRING, ELISA GROSS, HEATHER GRAY, KRISTEN 

K. TUCKER  

“FOODIE HEADLINES”  

TUCKER PUBLISHING GROUP 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE SUBHEADS IN THE PHOTO/GRAPHIC 
DEMONSTRATE A TERRIFIC EFFORT COMBINED WITH WIT THAT MAKES 
THE HEADLINE A PERFECT PUNCHLINE. CLEVER WORK THAT DESERVES 
RECOGNITION. 
 
 
 
 

2ND PLACE:  
SYMONE C. SKRZYCKI  

“BIZVOICE HEADLINES”  

BIZVOICE 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
CHAMPION MAGAZINE STAFF  

“CHAMPION MAGAZINE HEADLINES”  

NCAA CHAMPION MAGAZINE 
	
  
 
 



Print & Digital 
	

HEADLINE WRITING (ALL NEWSPAPERS AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
PENNY REID  

“GOODBYE YELLOWWOOD ROAD, GREECE IS THE WORD, A 

ZOOM WITH A VIEW”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
WBAA NEWS  

“WBAA.ORG HEADLINES”  

WBAA.ORG 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
STAFF  

“STATUES OF NO LIMITATIONS ... NUTRITION RULES SPARK 

FOOD FIGHT ... THEY WERE SPOKES-PEOPLE”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
 
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

FEATURES PHOTOGRAPHY (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
ABOVE 30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JENNA WATSON  

“A FINAL DANCE WITH DAUGHTER”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: IF NOT FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY ACCESS THESE 
PICTURES WOULD HAVE NOT BEEN. CLEARLY THE WORK OF A 
PASSIONATE AND ENGAGED PHOTOGRAPHER. NO ONE CAN SEE THESE 
WITHOUT FEELING FOR THE BRIDE, GROOM, FAMILY. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
KELLY WILKINSON  

“HOLDING THE HOOP”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
MICHELLE PEMBERTON  

“MAGNIFICENT MACAWS”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
 
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

FEATURES PHOTOGRAPHY (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JOSEPH C. GARZA  

“STAGE SELFIE”  

TRIBUNE-STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: WHAT A GREAT MOMENT, SEEN AND CAPTURED. 
NO SET-UP HERE, JUST AN INSTANT THAT TELLS THE STORY. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
HEATHER GRAY, ZACH STRAW, KRISTEN K. TUCKER  

“EVANSVILLE LIVING SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017 FEATURE — 

HAUNTED EVANSVILLE”  

TUCKER PUBLISHING GROUP 
	

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
JEFF RICHARDSON, STEPHEN SPROULL  

“TO BE MUSLIM IN BLOOMINGTON”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	
 
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MYKAL MCELDOWNEY  

“UNITE THE RIGHT TORCH RALLY ”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: UNDER PRESSURE AND IN CLOSE THE PICTURE 
SHOWS WHAT WAS HAPPENING IN OUR FACES. 
 
 
 

2ND PLACE:  
JOHN P. CLEARY  

“SHOOTING DEATH”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
MYKAL MCELDOWNEY  

“CHARLOTTESVILLE MOURNS”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
 
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
RODNEY MARGISON  

“HOOSIERS ICE PENGUINS, 79-51”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: UNIQUE SHOT OF HIGH FLYING COMPETITORS. 
PERFECT PEAK ACTION. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
DON KNIGHT  

“REVERSAL”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
MATT KRYGER  

“TO THE SURFACE”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
 
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

FEATURES PHOTOGRAPHY (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
ABOVE 30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JENNA WATSON  

“A FINAL DANCE WITH DAUGHTER”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: IF NOT FOR THE EXTRAORDINARY ACCESS THESE 
PICTURES WOULD HAVE NOT BEEN. CLEARLY THE WORK OF A 
PASSIONATE AND ENGAGED PHOTOGRAPHER. NO ONE CAN SEE THESE 
WITHOUT FEELING FOR THE BRIDE, GROOM, FAMILY. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
KELLY WILKINSON  

“HOLDING THE HOOP”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
MICHELLE PEMBERTON  

“MAGNIFICENT MACAWS”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

FEATURES PHOTOGRAPHY (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JOSEPH C. GARZA  

“STAGE SELFIE”  

TRIBUNE-STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: WHAT A GREAT MOMENT, SEEN AND CAPTURED. 
NO SET-UP HERE, JUST AN INSTANT THAT TELLS THE STORY. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
HEATHER GRAY, ZACH STRAW, KRISTEN K. TUCKER  

“EVANSVILLE LIVING SEPTEMBER/OCTOBER 2017 FEATURE — 

HAUNTED EVANSVILLE”  

TUCKER PUBLISHING GROUP 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
JEFF RICHARDSON, STEPHEN SPROULL  

“TO BE MUSLIM IN BLOOMINGTON”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

MULTIPLE PICTURE GROUP (ALL PUBLICATIONS) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MYKAL MCELDOWNEY  

“GROWING UP WESTSIDE ”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: A GRAND COMMITMENT TO UNDERSTANDING A 
DIVERSE COMMUNITY; THE UNDERSTANDING THE PHOTOGRAPHER 
SHOWS MAKES THE WORK MEANINGFUL. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
MYKAL MCELDOWNEY  

“SHE’S A VOLLEYBALL PLAYER WITH A 3.5 GPA — AND A 

BABY”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
MYKAL MCELDOWNEY  

“INMATES AND HORSES”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
 
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

NEWSPAPER PAGE ONE DESIGN (ALL NEWSPAPERS) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
HEATHER BREMER  

“HEATHER BREMER”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: A GREAT VARIETY OF WHIMSY, HIERARCHY AND 
CLEAN PRESENTATION. SUPER USE OF COLOR. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
BILL THORNBRO  

“AUG. 13, DEC. 17, 2017”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
ABBY WESTCOTT, ABBY WESTCOTT, JOHN HURST  

“NO CHARGES, WHO KILLED MICHAEL TAYLOR, YOU ARE 

AMERICA”  

INDIANAPOLIS RECORDER NEWSPAPER 
	
	
 
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

MAGAZINE COVER DESIGN (ALL MAGAZINES OR 
PERIODICALS) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
EMILEE STITES, RODNEY MARGISON, KENDALL REEVES  

“BLOOM MAGAZINE”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: GREAT USE OF COLOR! SIMPLE, CLEAN WORK 
THAT MAKES GREAT USE OF SOLID PHOTOGRAPHY. 
 
 
 

2ND PLACE:  
TODD URBAN  

“AUGUST 2017”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
ARNEL REYNON AND JAMIE SCHWABEROW  

“DEFENDING WHAT'S RIGHT”  

NCAA CHAMPION MAGAZINE 
	
	
 
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

DESIGN OTHER THAN COVER (ALL PRINT MEDIA) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JAKE ZIOLKOWSKI  

“IT'S A MAB, MAB, MAB, MAB WORLD”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: EXCELLENT MIXTURE BETWEEN VISUAL AND 
VERBAL, NEITHER ENCROACHING ON THE OTHER. BOTH COMBINED TO 
A THIRD EFFECT. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
EMILEE STITES  

“SPENCER REIMAGINED”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
DAN VANCE  

“KARISSA MCLAUGHLIN PLAYER OF THE YEAR”  

THE NEWS-SENTINEL 
	
	
 
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

GRAPHICS AND ILLUSTRATIONS (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
ABOVE 30,000, NEWS SERVICES AND DIGITAL MEDIA) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BRAD TURNER  

“PRIVATE EQUITY PICK 'EM PARLOR”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: AN ENGAGING SOLUTION TO A COMPLEX 
MESSAGE -- WITH A LITTLE HUMOR THROWN IN. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
BRAD TURNER  

“THIS WILL HURT”  

INDIANAPOLIS BUSINESS JOURNAL 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
DAVID PLUNKERT  

“NO DUMB LUCK”  

INDIANAPOLIS MONTHLY 
	
	
 
 



Photography, Design & Graphics	

GRAPHICS AND ILLUSTRATIONS (PUBLICATION CIRCULATION 
BELOW 30,000) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BILL THORNBRO  

“THE GREAT AMERICAN SOLAR ECLIPSE”  

THE HERALD-TIMES 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: A CREATIVE SOLUTION TO PUTTING LOT OF 
INFORMATION INTO AN AWFUL SMALL SPACE. BEST OF THE ENTRIES 
FOR ORGANIZATION, RESTRAINT AND ADVICE. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
JOE LEE  

“THE PLIGHT OF ASYLUM-SEEKERS”  

BLOOM MAGAZINE 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
ABBY WESTCOTT  

“AIR SICK”  

INDIANAPOLIS RECORDER NEWSPAPER 
	
	
 
 



Online Awards	

BEST JOURNALISM WEBSITE 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
HEATHER BREMER AND STAFF  

“HERALDBULLETIN.COM”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
FOX59 DIGITAL TEAM  

“FOX59.COM”  

WXIN  
	

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
THESTATEHOUSEFILE.COM  

“THESTATEHOUSEFILE.COM”  

THESTATEHOUSEFILE.COM 
	
	
 



Online Awards	

BEST ONLINE MULTIMEDIA 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JASON KELLY, RYAN BLASKE, BARBARA JOHNSTON, JOHN 

SLOTT AND SHAWN MAUST  

“THIS ENGLAND”  

NOTRE DAME MAGAZINE 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE TEAM BEHIND "THIS ENGLAND" WINS THIS 
CATEGORY FOR A BEAUTIFUL PRESENTATION THAT GIVES A PERSONAL 
AND AUTHENTIC LOOK AT THESE STUDENTS' OPPORTUNITY TO TRAVEL 
AND PERFORM. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
HEATHER BREMER AND STAFF  

“BROKEN TRUST ”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
JUSTIN MACK;  AMY BARTNER;  STEPHEN BEARD  

“YOU'VE BEEN PRONOUNCING THESE INDIANA WORDS ALL 

WRONG”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
  
 
 



Books	

NON-FICTION BOOK 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
DAWN MITCHELL, KYLE NEDDENRIEP, ZAK KEEFER  

“HISTORY OF OUR HYSTERIA: INDIANA HIGH SCHOOL 

BASKETBALL”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
BLAKE SEBRING, ANGEL KNUTH, MELODY SCHMITT FOREMAN  

“ON TO THE SHOW”  

THE NEWS-SENTINEL 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
HEATHER BREMER AND STAFF.  

“HIGH SCHOOL HOOPS”  

THE HERALD BULLETIN 
	
	
 
 



Television	

BEST NEWSCAST (INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
LAUREN STREAM, ALEX JUD, PHIL CANNELONGO & THE 

WTHR NEWS TEAM  

“EYEWITNESS NEWS NIGHTBEAT”  

WTHR 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
ANDREW SCHERER, MCKINLEY BUNDICK AND STAFF  

“THE VOICE OF A KILLER”  

WTTV  
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
MAGGIE CONTRERAS, JULIAN GRACE, SCOTT DAVIS  

“24-HOUR NEWS 8 AT 10:00”  

WISH TV 
	
	
 
 



Television	

BEST NEWSCAST (OUTSIDE INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
DANIEL BEALS  

“ABC21 NEWS AT 11”  

WPTA 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: GREAT NEWSCAST, INCREDIBLE USE OF THE SET. 
 
 
 



Television	

BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE (INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
LAUREN LOWREY, KYLIE CONWAY, NINA CRISCUOLO, KEVIN 

RATERMANN  

“BRIDGE COLLAPSE”  

WISH TV 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE BRIDGE CRASH, ALTHOUGH SLOW TO ADD 
MORE ENGAGING VISUALS, WAS MORE IMMEDIATE AND DID A GOOD 
JOB WITH PRESENTING UPDATED INFO EACH HIT. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
THE WTHR NEWS TEAM  

“THE DELPHI MURDERS”  

WTHR 
	
	
 
 



Television	

BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE (OUTSIDE INDIANAPOLIS 
MARKET) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
STAFF  

“MAY FLOODING”  

WANE 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: GOOD EXTENDED COVERAGE. HEIGHTENED 
IMPORTANCE BY HAVING A FIELD ANCHOR. 
 
 
 

2ND PLACE:  
14 NEWS TEAM  

“HERCULES HOME EXPLOSION”  

WFIE 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
DANIEL BEALS, REX SMITH, TOM POWELL, KAMERON 

ROBINSON  

“AMBER ALERT REUNION”  

WPTA  
	
	
 
 



Television	

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING (INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
PARIS LEWBEL  

“CALL 6: NO RECORD CARMEL MAYOR JIM BRAINARD TOOK 

ALCOHOL TEST AFTER CRASH IN CITY CAR”  

WRTV 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: NICE PRESENTATION OF THE EVIDENCE! 
 
 
 

2ND PLACE:  
BOB SEGALL, BILL DITTON, CYNDEE HEBERT, SUSAN BATT  

“3,000 TOXIC HOMES”  

WTHR 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
DEANNA ALLBRITTIN AND ANTHONY MOBLEY  

“MARION VA ABRUPTLY CUTS PRESCRIPTIONS”  

WTTV  
	
	
 
 



Television	

INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING (OUTSIDE INDIANAPOLIS 
MARKET) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ALYSSA IVANSON, JAKE WEAVER, ROD HISSONG, MATT DICE  

“AIRPORT INSECURITY”  

WANE 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
BARBARA BROSHER AND CATHY KNAPP  

“IS INDIANA MEETING ITS OBLIGATION TO PROVIDE 

HOOSIERS A PUBLIC DEFENSE? ”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Television	

SPORTS REPORTING (INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
DAVE FURST  

“DAVE FURST SPORTS ”  

WRTV 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
RICH NYE & WTHR PHOTOJOURNALISTS  

“DREAMING BIG”  

WTHR 
	
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
CLINT ERBACHER  

“SPORTS REPORTING - SPJ”  

WTHR 
	
	
 
 



Television	

SPORTS REPORTING (OUTSIDE INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ADAM SHEAR  

“FORT WAYNE'S NBC SPORTS”  

WPTA 
	
	

 

2ND PLACE:  
NICK RUFFOLO  

“THE EVAN HENDRICKSON STORY”  

WEVV-TV 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
GLENN MARINI, ROSS KINSEY  

“CARPOOL CONVERSATION”  

WANE 
	
	
 
 



Television	

FEATURE STORY (INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
PARIS LEWBEL 

 AND LEE ATHERTON  

“INDIANA AT THE CROSSROADS”  

WRTV 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: GREAT STORYTELLING!   
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
PARIS LEWBEL 

 AND JASON STRONG  

“THE GUARDIANS AT THE GATES”  

WRTV 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
ERICKA FLYE AND BRAD FORESTAL  

“CHEF OYA'S THE TRAP”  

WRTV 
	
	
 
 



Television	

FEATURE STORY (OUTSIDE INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BRETT THOMAS, ROSS KINSEY  

“A HALL OF FAME LIFE”  

WANE 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
BARBARA BROSHER  

“DWINDLING NUMBER OF ROUND BARNS SPARKS EFFORT TO 

SAVE THEM”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
ALYSSA IVANSON, JR CARMICHAEL  

“FIREFIGHTER SALUTE”  

WANE 
	
	
  
 
 



Television	

DOCUMENTARY OR SPECIAL (INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KARA KENNEY, PARIS LEWBEL, RAFAEL SANCHEZ, JASON 

SCHEUER  

“DELPHI DAUGHTERS ”  

WRTV 
	
	

 

2ND PLACE:  
JIM SIMMONS 

 AND KYLE TRAVERS  

“A PRESIDENT AT THE CROSSROADS”  

WFYI 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
TREY FRIEDRICHS  

“INDIANA'S MOST WANTED”  

WISH TV 
	
	
 
 



Television	

DOCUMENTARY OR SPECIAL (OUTSIDE INDIANAPOLIS 
MARKET) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BRIEN MCELHATTEN, JONATHAN SHELLEY, ROB ANDERSON  

“LOST AND FOUND: A SOLDIER'S STORY”  

WPTA 
	
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
BARBARA BROSHER  

“JUSTICE FOR ALL?”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
WFIE NEWS TEAM  

“DAY OF DARKNESS”  

WFIE 
	
	
  
 
 



Television	

CONTINUING COVERAGE (INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BOB SEGALL, BILL DITTON, STEVE RHODES, CYNDEE 

HEBERT, SUSAN BATT  

“LEGAL IN INDIANA? INVESTIGATING THE CBD OIL 

CRACKDOWN”  

WTHR 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
AISHAH HASNIE, JAMIE SUITER, AND ROBB RESSLER  

“AISHAH HASNIE: INVESTIGATING FLORA”  

WXIN 
	
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
ALLEN CARL  

“JUSTICE FOR ABBY AND LIBBY”  

WISH TV 
	
	
 
 



Television	

CONTINUING COVERAGE (OUTSIDE INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ALEXIS GRAY, JONATHAN SHELLEY, PAULA HINTON  

“PUBLIC HEARING, PRIVATE RECORD”  

WPTA 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
44NEWS STAFF  

“ALEAH BECKERLE COVERAGE”  

WEVV-TV 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
14 NEWS TEAM  

“JUSTICE FOR ALEAH”  

WFIE 
	
 
 



Television	

COVERAGE OF GOVERNMENT OR POLITICS (ANY INDIANA 
STATION) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
HILARY POWELL  

“HELPING SOUTH BEND'S HOMELESS”  

WSBT 
	
	
 

2ND PLACE:  
44NEWS STAFF  

“PLAY FOR KATE”  

WEVV-TV 
	
	

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
WTIU TEAM  

“BLOOMINGTON PREPARES FOR FIRST ANNEXATION IN OVER 

10 YEARS”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Television	

BUSINESS OR CONSUMER AFFAIRS REPORTING (ANY INDIANA 
STATION) 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KARA KENNEY, PARIS LEWBEL AND RAFAEL SANCHEZ  

“GETTING JUSTICE FOR CONSUMERS”  

WRTV  
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: GREAT COLLECTION OF CONSUMER ADVOCACY 
REPRESENTED IN THE 1ST, 2ND AND 3RD PLACE RECIPIENTS. GOOD 
WORK OVERALL. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
13 INVESTIGATES TEAM  

“13 INVESTIGATES CONSUMER CONCERNS”  

WTHR 
	

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
JILL GLAVAN, JAMIE SUITER, JAKE RESSLER, AND SHAUN 

MURPHY  

“CBS4 PROBLEM SOLVERS”  

WTTV  
	
	
 
 



Television	

EDUCATION COVERAGE (ANY INDIANA STATION) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KARA KENNEY, BRAD FORESTAL, JORDAN FISCHER 

 AND LEE ATHERTON  

“BREAKING THE BULLYING LAW”  

WRTV  
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
LAUREN LOWREY, KEVIN RATERMANN  

“LUNCH SHAMING”  

WISH TV 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
WTIU TEAM  

“SCHOOLS IN DISREPAIR AS TERRE HAUTE, VIGO COUNTY 

WEIGH BUDGETS”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Television	

CRIMINAL JUSTICE REPORTING (ANY INDIANA STATION) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SANDRA CHAPMAN, STEVE RHODES, BILL DITTON, CYNDEE 

HEBERT, SUSAN BATT  

“THE ATTACK ZONE”  

WTHR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: GREAT STORYTELLING! THIS COULD HAVE BEEN A 
TOUGH STORY TO TELL WITH ALL OF THE DATES AND ACCUSATION, BUT 
THE NEWS TEAM DID A GREAT JOB MAKING IT EASY TO UNDERSTAND 
FOR THE VIEWER. 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
ALYSSA IVANSON, MATT DICE  

“HIDDEN PREDATORS”  

WANE 
	

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
RICH VAN WYK, BOB SEGALL & THE WTHR TEAM  

“JUSTICE DELAYED”  

WTHR 
	
	
 



Television	

COVERAGE OF CHILDREN’S ISSUES (ANY INDIANA STATION) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
KARA KENNEY 

 AND BRAD FORESTAL  

“THE COST OF HAVING CHILDREN IN INDIANA”  

WRTV  
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
EMILY LONGNECKER, JENNIE RUNEVITCH, JOHN DUONG  

“CHANGING THEIR WORLD”  

WTHR 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
LIZ ADEOLA, 

 LEE ATHERTON AND TONY GRANT  

“LIZ ADEOLA COMPOSITE ”  

WRTV 
	
	
 
 
 



Television	

COVERAGE OF MINORITY ISSUES (ANY INDIANA STATION) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TERRA BRANTLEY, ROSS KINSEY  

“FREEDOM SCHOOLS”  

WANE 
	

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
LINDSEY WRIGHT  

“INDIANA CENTER HELPS THE BLIND TAKE BACK CONTROL 

OF THEIR LIVES”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
VERONICA ORTEGA  

“DR. VAGNER CELEBRATES 100 YEARS”  

WSBT 
	
	
 
 



Television	

MEDICAL OR SCIENCE REPORTING (ANY INDIANA STATION) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SANDRA CHAPMAN & THE 13 INVESTIGATES TEAM  

“SAVING DERRIAN”  

WTHR 
	
	

 

2ND PLACE:  
FANCHON STINGER, SHAUN MURPHY  

“INFANT ADDICTS”  

WXIN  
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
KYLE TRAVERS, ARIC HARTVIG, VINNIE MANGANELLO  

AND CARMEL WROTH  

“ON THE FRONT LINES OF A DRUG CRISIS”  

WFYI 
	
	
 
 



Television	

ENVIRONMENTAL REPORTING (ANY INDIANA STATION) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BECCA COSTELLO  

“IN DEBATE OVER LOGGING IN STATE FORESTS, BOTH SIDES 

CLAIM SCIENCE”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
BRETT THOMAS, ROSS KINSEY  

“RAPTOR REHAB”  

WANE 
	
 

 
3RD PLACE:  
BECCA COSTELLO  

“LAKE LEMON CONSERVANCY CONSIDERS WAYS TO 

MITIGATE SEDIMENT RUNOFF”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS:  
 
 



Television	

BEST VIDEOGRAPHY (INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
VINNIE MANGANELLO  

“EXCERPTS FROM "WAVES OF FORTUNE" - VINNIE 

MANGANELLO”  

WFYI 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: WAVES OF FORTUNE BY VINNIE MANGANELLO 
HAS WONDERFUL SWEEPING WIDE SHOT AND BEAUTIFULLY ARTISTIC 
CLOSE UPS. THAT HELPS TELL THE STORY AND KEEP THE AUDIENCE 
VISUALLY STIMULATED. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
BRAD FORESTAL  

“BRAD FORESTAL / VIDEOGRAPHY 2017”  

WRTV 
	

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
BRYAN BOYD  

“EXCERPTS FROM "WHEN KIDS WROTE THE HEADLINES" - 

BRYAN BOYD”  

WFYI 
	
	
 
 



Television	

BEST VIDEOGRAPHY (OUTSIDE INDIANAPOLIS MARKET) 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BRIEN MCELHATTEN  

“BRIEN MCELHATTEN VIDEO COMPILATION”  

WPTA TV 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: BRIEN MCELHATTEN HAS VISUALLY BEAUTIFUL 
WAY TO SHOW THE STORY THAT IS BEING TOLD, FROM THE WIDE 
LANDSCAPE SHOTS TO TIGHT CLOSE-UPS EVERY SHOT HAS A 
PURPOSE. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
ROSS KINSEY  

“ROSS KINSEY”  

WANE 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
CHRIS DODGE, JACOB LINDAUER, JASON PEAR, AUT 

PHANTHAVONG AND RON PRICKEL  

“JAMES WHITCOMB RILEY: HOOSIER POET”  

WTIU  
	
 
 



Radio	

RADIO BEST NEWSCAST  
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SARA WITTMEYER  

“WFIU MAY 24, 2017 MORNING NEWSCAST”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: NICE DELIVERY, GOOD USE OF SOUND BY 
REPORTERS, FULLY PACKAGED CONTENT. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
JILL DITMIRE  

“NOVEMBER 24, 2017 NEWSCAST”  

WFYI 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
TAYLOR BENNETT  

“JUNE 28, 2017 NEWSCAST”  

WFYI 
	
	
 
 



Radio	

RADIO BREAKING NEWS COVERAGE  
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JOHN GIBSON, PAOLA MARIZAN, STEVE BURGER  

“POLICE SHOOT SUSPECT AT FEDERAL BUILDING”  

WNIN 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: RADIO STORY WAS SOLID. DESPITE THE 
DISTURBING VIDEO OF SHOOTING, IT WAS APPROPRIATE. WARNINGS 
ALSO APPROPRIATE. GREAT USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA CONTENT. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
BARBARA BROSHER  

“SEVERE WEATHER CAUSES DAMAGE IN SOUTHERN 

INDIANA”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
BARBARA BROSHER  

“JUDGE SENTENCES KYLE PARKER TO 60 YEARS IN 

TODDLER’S DEATH”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Radio	

RADIO DOCUMENTARY OR SPECIAL  
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WTIU AND WFIU STAFF.  

“CANNABIDIOL, KIDS & POLITICS”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
WBAA/INDIANA PUBLIC BROADCASTING  

“BLOOD, LEAD AND SOIL: A YEAR IN EAST CHICAGO”  

WBAA PUBLIC RADIO 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
CHRIS DAVIS, CJ MILLER, KURT DARLING, ASHLEY FOWLER  

“INDIANA'S TEAM: 50 YEARS WITH THE INDIANA PACERS”  

WIBC 
	
	
 
 



Radio	

RADIO FEATURE STORY  
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
DREW DAUDELIN  

“TO ADDRESS THE NEED FOR REENTRY PROGRAMS, THESE 

PRISONERS MADE THEIR OWN”  

WFYI 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
MICHAEL PUENTE, ALEX KEEFE  

“EVACUATION ORDER HAS SOME INDIANA RESIDENTS 

SCRAMBLING FOR HOUSING”  

WBEZ 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
MELISSA DAVIS  

“PORTRAITS OF OUR CITY”  

WFYI 
	
	
 
 



Radio	

RADIO IN-DEPTH REPORTING  
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WNIN AND SIDE EFFECTS PUBLIC MEDIA STAFF  

“A SCAR ON THE SYSTEM - THE CASE OF ALBERT FINK”  

WNIN 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
WFIU TEAM  

“INDIANA JAILS STRUGGLE TO COMBAT OVERCROWDING”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
STAN JASTRZEBSKI AND AZRA CEYLAN  

“COMMON PIPE REPAIR METHOD RELEASES DANGEROUS 

CHEMICALS”  

WBAA PUBLIC RADIO 
	
	
 
 



Radio	

RADIO CONTINUING COVERAGE  
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
WBAA PUBLIC RADIO  

“STATE STREET ”  

WBAA PUBLIC RADIO 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
MICHAEL PUENTE, ALEX KEEFE  

“LEAD CRISIS IN EAST CHICAGO ”  

WBEZ 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
EMILY FORMAN  

“PREGNANT AND ADDICTED”  

SIDE EFFECTS PUBLIC MEDIA 
	
	
 
 



Radio	

RADIO PUBLIC AFFAIRS 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ANGELO BAUTISTA, SARA WITTMEYER, BOB ZALTSBERG  

“DREAMERS AND THE ELIMINATION OF DACA”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE BEST PUBLIC AFFAIR SHOWS EMPLOYEE 
KNOWLEDGEABLE HOSTS, WHO GATHER ARTICULATE GUESTS WITH 
DIFFERING OPINIONS AND ALLOW LISTENERS TO ASK QUESTIONS 
ABOUT INTERESTING AND TOPICAL LOCAL OR NATIONAL ISSUES. NOON 
EDITION ON THE DACA DILEMMA BY WTIU/WFIU PROGRAM DID  THAT TO 
PERFECTION. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
WILLIAM HOSEA, CORNELIUS WRIGHT, JIM THRASHER, 

CLARENCE BOONE  

“BRING IT ON: A HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVE OF 

CONFEDERATE MONUMENTS AND NATIONAL DEBATE”  

WFHB 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
JOHN KRULL, SHANNON CAGEL  

“NO LIMITS / SEXUAL HARASSMENT”  

WFYI 
	
 
 



Radio	

RADIO SPORTS REPORTING  
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
LINDSEY WRIGHT  

“DNR: STAY AWAY FROM LOW-HEAD DAMS AT ANY COST”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: I WAS IMPRESSED WITH LINDSEY'S USE OF 
NATURAL SOUND IN THIS STORY.  THE SOUND OF WATER, 
INTERVIEWING SOMEONE NEXT TO THE DAM AND THE DESCRIPTION OF 
HOW SOMEONE COULD BE SAVED MADE TOOK THIS STORY OVER THE 
TOP. IT WAS ALSO AN IMPORTANT PUBLIC SERVICE REMINDER FOR 
ANYONE KAYAKING ON THE STATE'S RIVERS. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
BARB ANGUIANO  

“ELKHART GRAND PRIX COMES ROARING BACK”  

WVPE 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
LINDSEY WRIGHT  

“RINGLING ENDS ITS RUN, BUT THE CIRCUS IS ALIVE AND 

WELL IN INDIANA”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT BREAKING NEWS REPORTING 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ERIC ANDREWS AND KATHERINE YEAGER  

“POLICE APPREHEND ROBBERY SUSPECTS IN UPLAND”  

THE ECHO 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: ALL OF THE TOP THREE FINISHERS EXHIBITED 
GOOD USE OF MULTIPLE SOURCES, BUT THE ROBBERY ARTICLE ALSO 
MADE GOOD USE OF SOCIAL MEDIA TO FIND RESIDENTS WHO WERE 
NEAR THE SCENE AND AFFECTED BY IT.  
 
 
 

2ND PLACE:  
CASEY SMITH AND ALLIE KIRKMAN  

“HUMANS VS. ZOMBIES PLAYER SPARKS GUN SCARE ON 

CAMPUS”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
CASEY SMITH AND MAX LEWIS  

“BALL STATE STUDENT'S APARTMENT SEARCHED BY FBI, 

HOMELAND SECURITY FOLLOWING GOODWILL INCIDENT”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT NON-DEADLINE NEWS 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SARAH VERSCHOOR  

“A SERIES OF SMALL ACCIDENTS”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE NARRATIVE ABOUT THE CAVERS IS 
GRIPPING. EXCELLENT WORK. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
RILEY EUBANKS  

“THE CONTROVERSY AND REALITY OF VACCINATIONS”  

BALL BEARINGS 
	
	

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
MAIA GIBSON  

“DANIEL DAUDU REMEMBERED”  

THE REFLECTOR 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT INVESTIGATIVE REPORTING 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
CARLEY LANICH  

“THE SYSTEM”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE INDIANA DAILY STUDENT FOUR-PART SERIES 
ON THE SYSTEM TO DEAL WITH SEXUAL ASSAULT ALLEGATIONS IS 
THOROUGH AND INTERESTING. IT'S IMPRESSIVE WORK FOR A SINGLE 
REPORTER. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
BRYNN MECHEM, MAX LEWIS, CASEY SMITH AND EMILY 

WRIGHT  

“FACULTY WITH FELONIES: WHERE'S THE LINE?”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	

 

 

3RD PLACE:  
INDIANA UNIVERSITY MEDIA SCHOOL  

“CAMP FEVER: INJURIES, ILLNESSES MISSING FROM INDIANA 

STATE RECORDS”  

INDIANA UNIVERSITY MEDIA SCHOOL 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT FEATURE STORY 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TAYLOR TELFORD  

“THE THIRD LIFE OF DARRYL PINKINS”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: GOOD FEATURE WRITING REQUIRES A WAY WITH 
WORDS. EXCELLENT FEATURE WRITING REQUIRES GREAT REPORTING, 
AND THESE SELECTIONS EXHIBIT BOTH SOLID REPORTING AND A WAY 
WITH WORDS. NICE WORK. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
SAMANTHA STEVENSON  

“THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE”  

BALL BEARINGS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
ANNE HALLIWELL  

“A SEDIMENTAL JOURNEY”  

INDIANA UNIVERSITY MEDIA SCHOOL 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT SPORTS REPORTING 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
JORDAN GUSKEY  

“WINNING HIS TRUST”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE LOOK AT A NEW COACH'S HISTORY WITH 
ATHLETE DISCIPLINE IS AN ORIGINAL AND WELL REPORTED APPROACH. 
THE WRITING IS GOOD, BUT IT IS DRIVEN BY A STRONG FOCUS AND 
GOOD RESEARCH. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
SARAH BAHR  

“SARAH BAHR ROSE BOWL COVERAGE”  

IUPUI SPORTS CAPITAL JOURNALISM PROGRAM 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
ELIZABETH WYMAN  

“A GREATER ROLE: GUEYE'S GAME”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT EDITORIAL WRITING 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
DAILY NEWS EDITORIAL BOARD  

“OUR VIEW: WITH A NEW PRESIDENT, BALL STATE MUST 

BECOME TRANSPARENT”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: TRANSPARENCY IS A CRUCIAL ISSUE IN 
JOURNALISM, AND THE FIRST- AND SECOND-PLACE PIECES HERE TAKE 
INTERESTING AND IMPORTANT PERSPECTIVES ON IT.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
DAILY NEWS EDITORIAL BOARD  

“OUR VIEW: THE UNIVERSITY NEEDS TO BE A PLACE WHERE 

ALL PEOPLE CAN VOICE THIER BELIEFS”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
THE REFLECTOR STAFF  

“THE FOURTH ESTATE WILL NOT BE SILENCED”  

THE REFLECTOR 
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT EDITORIAL CARTOON 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ANDY CARR AND HANNA MCCLARD  

“HACKED GAMER”  

THE REFLECTOR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE "HACKED GAMER" CARTOON IS BOTH WELL-
DRAWN AND CLEVER. IT BRINGS POLITICS TO A LEVEL THAT COLLEGE 
READERS CAN APPRECIATE. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
ANDY CARR  

“U.S. SOUTH BATTERED AND BRUISED”  

THE REFLECTOR 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
CHRISTINE BECKMANN  

“"PAPER TOWELS FOR YOU..."”  

DEPAUW UNIVERSITY 
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT COLUMN WRITING 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
NICOLE HERNANDEZ, ERICA IRISH AND THOMAS MAXWELL  

“THE FRANKLIN COLUMN WRITING”  

THE FRANKLIN 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
AUDREY BOWERS  

“ADULT-ISH”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT NEWS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
GRACE HOLLARS  

“PRO-TRUMP MARCH 2017”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: ALL THREE PLACED ENTRIES HAD GOOD 
COMPOSITION, BUT THE PRO-TRUMP MARCH HELPED COMMUNICATE 
EMOTION BETTER THAN THE OTHERS.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
ZOË BERG  

“A SILENT WALK FOR DREAMERS PHOTO”  

THE REFLECTOR 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
REAGAN ALLEN  

“LAFOLLETTE COMPLEX DEMOLITION PROJECT ”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT SPORTS PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
NOBLE GUYON  

“IU MEN'S SOCCER LOSES NCAA CHAMPIONSHIP”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: GREAT SPORTS PHOTOS SHOW NOT ONLY 
ACTION, BUT ALSO EMOTION AND EFFORT. THE IU PHOTOS EXCEL ON 
ALL COUNTS, THOUGH THE RUNNERS-UP WERE VERY GOOD.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
KAITI SULLIVAN  

“COED SWIMMING AND DIVING VS. GRAND VALLEY STATE 

2017”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
KAITI SULLIVAN AND TERENCE K. LIGHTNING JR.  

“GYMNASTICS RED VS. WHITE INTERSQUAD 2017”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT FEATURES PHOTOGRAPHY 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
NOBLE GUYON  

“SOMETHING IN THE NIGHT”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE PHOTOS OF THE BAT WERE BEAUTIFUL, THE 
WAY IDS USES THEM CONTRIBUTES TO THE ARTISTRY. EACH PHOTO 
HELPS TO TELL A STORY AND ILLUSTRATE THE SUBJECT MATTER WELL.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
GRACE HOLLARS  

“JUSTIN MOORE CONCERT”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
ERICA IRISH  

“FEATURE: STRUGGLING THROUGH FAITH”  

THE FRANKLIN 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT PAGE ONE OR COVER DESIGN 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MEGAN HALL  

“THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE”  

BALL BEARINGS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE HUMAN EXPERIENCE TELLS A STORY IN 
ADDITION TO GRABBING READERS' ATTENTION. IT IS BEAUTIFUL AND 
CREATIVE. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
ASHLEY SHULER  

“THE FRANKLIN A1”  

THE FRANKLIN 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
EMILY WRIGHT  

“FAMILY WEEKEND COVER”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT BEST DESIGN OTHER THAN PAGE ONE OR COVER 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ANDY CARR AND ERIK CLIBURN  

“FOUNTAIN SQUARE MUSIC FESTIVAL”  

THE REFLECTOR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE FOUNTAIN SQUARE MUSIC FESTIVAL MAKES 
GOOD USE OF AN ECHO EFFECT BETWEEN THE FONT AND THE 
GRAPHIC ELEMENTS. IT ALSO USES THE BOTTOM OF THE PAGE WELL. 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
LYDIA OLSEN  

“THE DIVIDE IN ACCESS”  

BALL BEARINGS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
LEIGH DURPHEY  

“THE FRANKLIN NEWS AND FEATURE SPREADS”  

THE FRANKLIN 
	
	
 
 



Student: Print and Digital	

STUDENT GRAPHICS OR ILLUSTRATION 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
NAOMI NOYES  

“TAYLOR PRESIDENTIAL INAUGURATION SPECIAL EDITION ”  

THE ECHO 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE PORTRAIT OF THE NEW PRESIDENT WAS 
STRIKING WITH A GOOD USE OF COLOR.  
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
JULIANA ROHRMOSER  

“FOOTBALL SEASON RECAP”  

THE REFLECTOR 
	
	

 
 

3RD PLACE:  
BECCA ROBB  

“TRASH TALK”  

THE ECHO 
	
 



Student: Television	

STUDENT TELEVISION BEST NEWSCAST 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TONY SANDLEBEN, MALLORY WEIL, EVAN LIKE, RYAN 

MCCLAIN  

“NEWSLINK INDIANA NOVEMBER 27, 2017”  

NEWSLINK INDIANA 
	
	
 
 



Student: Radio	

STUDENT RADIO BEST NEWSCAST 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
CHRISTIE YORK  

“JANUARY 5 NEWSCAST”  

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN INDIANA 
	
	

 
2ND PLACE:  
EMILY MILLS  

“WICR RADIO NEWS UPDATE AT 5:00”  

UNIVERSITY OF INDIANAPOLIS 
	
	

 

3RD PLACE:  
NOAH ALATZA  

“JANUARY 21 NEWSCAST”  

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN INDIANA 
	
	
 
 



Student: Television	

STUDENT TELEVISION NEWS REPORTING 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY  

“BROWN COUNTY ACQUIRES SONAR, WATER RESCUE 

EQUIPMENT THROUGH GRANT”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	

 
 

2ND PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY  

“IU RESEARCHERS DEVELOP BEETLE WITH WORKING THIRD 

EYE”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
ESTHER BOWER  

“SALVATION ARMY OPENING NEW WAYS OF FUN 

FUNDRAISING”  

NEWSLINK INDIANA 
	
	
  
 
 



Student: Radio	

STUDENT RADIO NEWS REPORTING 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY  

“IND. MEDICINAL CANNABIS LAW BEGINS, BUT NO ACCESS 

YET”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
CHRISTIE YORK  

“BECKERLE INVESTIGATION SERIES”  

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN INDIANA 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY  

“BROWN COUNTY ACQUIRES SONAR, WATER RESCUE 

EQUIPMENT THROUGH GRANT”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
  
 
 



Student: Radio	

STUDENT RADIO SPORTS REPORTING 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
CHRIS SHOULDERS  

“INDIANAPOLIS COLTS TRAINING CAMP - DAY 3”  

UNIVERSITY OF INDIANAPOLIS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: CHRIS DID A GOOD JOB OF FOCUSING ON THE 
THE BIG STORY OF THAT DAY...A FIGHT ON THE FIELD AND THEN HOW 
THE PLAYERS REACTED TO IT.  HE ALSO DID A GOOD JOB OF GIVING 
THE SECONDARY STORIES SPORTS FANS WOULD WANT TO KNOW 
ABOUT INCLUDING HOW THE TEAM WOULD DO WITHOUT ANDREW LUCK. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
CHRISTIE YORK  

“USI BASKETBALL SUCCESS STORIES”  

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN INDIANA 
	
	
 
 



Student: Television	

STUDENT TELEVISION FEATURES REPORTING 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TYLER BRADFIELD, CONNOR NICHOLS, ZACH ROY  

“FINAO: THE REGGIE MCGEE STORY”  

BALL STATE SPORTS LINK 
	
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY  

“VOLUNTEERS WORK TO EXTEND INDIANA’S LONGEST 

HIKING TRAIL”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
GENTRY STAYTON, PHYLISIA DONALDSON, ERIN STANIS AND 

THE CONNECTIONS LIVE STAFF  

“CONNECTIONS LIVE”  

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 
	
	
 
 



Student: Radio	

STUDENT RADIO FEATURES REPORTING 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY  

“PROGRAM GIVES PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES RARE CHANCE 

TO PILOT PLANES”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	
 

2ND PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY  

“LINCOLN’S INDIANA LEGACY: HISTORIANS PRESERVE HIS 

BOYHOOD YEARS”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	

 
3RD PLACE:  
SOPHIA SALIBY  

“VOLUNTEERS WORK TO EXTEND INDIANA’S LONGEST 

HIKING TRAIL”  

WTIU/WFIU NEWS 
	
	
 
 



Student: Television	

STUDENT TELEVISION VIDEOGRAPHY 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
ZACH ROY  

“ZACH ROY VIDEOGRAPHY”  

BALL STATE UNIVERSITY 
	
	
 
 



Student: Online	

STUDENT BEST JOURNALISM WEBSITE 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
BALL BEARINGS STAFF  

“BALL BEARINGS”  

BALL BEARINGS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE INTEGRATION OF MULTIMEDIA INTO THE BALL 
BEARINGS SITE IS SMOOTH AND PROVIDES MULTIMEDIA THE 
ATTENTION IT DESERVES WITHOUT TURNING THE ENTIRE SITE OVER TO 
THE FLASHY STUFF. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
STAFF  

“IDSNEWS.COM”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 
	
	
 



Student: Online	

STUDENT BEST ONLINE MULTIMEDIA 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
EMILY SABENS  

“BIGGER BODIES”  

BALL BEARINGS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE TWO TOP SELECTIONS ARE BOTH 
EXCELLENT AND INNOVATIVE, BUT THE BODY BUILDING PIECE 
INCORPORATES MORE MULTIMEDIA. ESPECIALLY IMPRESSIVE ARE THE 
GRAPHICS THAT BREAK DOWN THE DIET AND WORKOUT. 
 
 

 
2ND PLACE:  
CARLEY LANICH, NICOLE MCPHEETERS, EMILY MILES, EMAN 

MOZAFFAR  

“THE SYSTEM”  

INDIANA DAILY STUDENT 
	
 
 



Special Honor Categories	

INDIANA JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
MARK ALESIA  

“INDIANAPOLIS STAR INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER MARK 

ALESIA”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: MARK ALESIA WINS THIS CATEGORY WITH HIS 
IMPRESSIVE INVESTIGATIVE PORTFOLIO. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
INDIANA STUDENT JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR 

 
 

1ST PLACE:  
CASEY SMITH  

“INDIANA STUDENT JOURNALIST OF THE YEAR: CASEY 

SMITH”  

THE BALL STATE DAILY NEWS 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: APPRECIATED THE DIVERSITY OF WORK AND 
ABILITY TO PRODUCE JOURNALISTIC WORKS IN A VARIETY OF 
FORMATS. IMPRESSED BY LEADERSHIP SKILLS AND WORKING AS 
REPORTER AND EDITOR. CONGRATULATIONS.  
 
 



Special Honor Categories	

INDIANA STORY OF THE YEAR 
 
 

1ST PLACE:  
TIM EVANS & RYAN MARTIN  

“CODE OF SILENCE”  

INDIANAPOLIS STAR 
	
	
JUDGE’S COMMENTS: THE INDIANAPOLIS STAR REPORTERS EARN THE 
STORY OF THE YEAR AWARD FOR THEIR INVESTIGATION REVEALING A 
GLARING GAP PROTECTING WITNESSES TO CRIME, AND DEADLY WAY 
THAT DEFICIT WAS BEING EXPLOITED. THEIR STORIES HIGHLIGHTED A 
CLEAR PUBLIC SAFETY PROBLEM AND PROMPTED NEEDED REFORM.  
 
 
	


